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[uriel Atkin, in an article in the New York
‘h 25, 1982, argued that the Soviet Union
: devise an effective strategy to enhance its
- - ran. The Iranian Communist Party, the
Date 7- S gg 1ad little success in encouraging aymore
"USE_PREVIOUS ‘ , itude or strengthening its own position. It
O o e e e gy o e e ceeew —e—n —-__. able to come up with a program that was
relations between the two countries. Although a trade more appealing to the workers and peasants than any-
protocol had been signed on June 20,1980, and a transit thing offered by the rival parties. Its only broadly popu-
agreement concluded in September 1980, Rubinstein lar line was its anti-Americanism, which was common to
pointed out that once the hostage crisis was over, the all parties. Although much of Iran’s trade goes through
transit agreement lost its raison d’etre and that the trade the Soviet Union, this cannot be regarded, according to
contracts had not been fulfilled. Thus, “Trade is down, Atkin, as evidence of a pro-Soviet tilt on the part of Iran,
the number of Soviet technicians has sharply decreased, as the United States had been blockading Iranian ship-
and few missions are exchanged. The overall level of ping in the Persian Gulf. Moreover, Iran has sought
economic interaction is low. Far from being able to ex- agreements with West Germany and a number of Mid-
ploit United States-Iranian tensions to expand Soviet- dle Eastern and African countries. Atkin pointed out
Iranian economic ties and deepen Iran’'sdependence on that the Shah, in any case, far exceeded Khomeiniin the
the Soviet Union, Moscow has instead angered Tehran number of commercial and technical agreements con-
with its intransigence and niggardliness on the natural cluded with the Soviet Union.
gas issue. There have been no economic agreements
and, with one exception (a proposed power station), no
new projects of consequence. Such activities as the Soviet Soviet Gains
Union is engaged in date back to the days of the Shah.
The Soviet-Iranian economic relationship remains a vic- In the Spring of this year, in an article entitled, “Gains
tim of the unresolved domestic struggle for control of for Soviet Policy in the Middle East,"”? Shahram Chubin
T i admitted that it would be difficult to portray Soviet
Sntormational S{{‘;’:‘y policy toward Iran as successful, yet he was more im-
.B. Kelly is a:graduate in Diplomatic. History from the
$School of Economics and Political Science. He has worked
British Council and has dane extensive research on the Mid
“in-both England and America. Mr. Kelly ‘is fiow-&
Associate with the Center for International Security; -
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